The Coming Civilization
has rejected Christianity, but who themselves have
not the vaguest idea as to what Christianity means.
Or we have sometimes met ardently religious people
who, although they know what Christianity means,
have wildly fantastic ideas as to what an atheistical
society means. There is always something painfully
ludicrous in strong emotional judgments' which are
passed without any definite evidence to justify them.
A man who is a particularly violent critic of Russia
on account of its apostacy was asked the other day
to state what he considered to be the most disastrous
effect of Communist secularism. His reply was:
"Well, look at Russia: the people are starving."
But whether he meant that God had punished
Russia by sending her bad harvests, or that atheists
must necessarily be worse agriculturalists and
distributors than Christians, was not explained.
Do Ideas affect Conduct ? The Behaviourist Answer
So we have to be on our guard against getting
indignant over catch-phrases such as 'atheist Russia'
and a 'materialist civilization*, if we really do not
know what these phrases imply. We have to admit
that the question whether the new civilization is
going to be materialist or religious has no importance
at all sociologically, unless we are sure that men's
beliefs have a practical effect on their conduct.
I have already paid tribute to John Strachey's
book, The Coming Struggle for Power. There is an
illuminating little footnote to one of its pages which
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